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Section 1: 1688-1760

1 How are the varying fortunes of the Whig party in the years 1689—-1710 best explained?

2 How influential was Britain as a European power in the years 1714-17407?

3 How is Walpole’s long tenure of power best explained?

4 ‘The outcome of the Seven Years’ War was determined by the events of just one year: 1759.’
Discuss.

5 ‘The Church of England lost more than it gained by its close relationship with the State.” Assess
this judgement for the period 1714—-1760.

Section 2: 1760-1815

6  Why were the ministries of the 1760s so short-lived?

7 How substantial were the consequences of the loss of the American colonies for British overseas
policy?

8 Who did more to advance the cause of political reform: Wilkes or Wyvill?

9 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of Pitt the Younger as a wartime leader.

10 ‘Political radicalism in the years 1789-1815 offered no real threat to the established order.’
Discuss.
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Section 3: Themes 1689—c. 1815

How effectively did Britain maintain control over Ireland in the eighteenth century?

What best explains why the cotton industry became a pioneer in the process of industrialisation in
the eighteenth century?

Why was British population growth so limited during the period from c. 1690 to c. 17507

‘Social origins were much more important than education in determining opportunities for women
in eighteenth-century Britain.” Discuss.

‘The enlightenment had only the most limited impact on intellectual life in English universities.’
Assess this view for the period to c. 1815.

Assess the importance of religion in explaining popular protest and disorder in eighteenth-century
Britain.

Section 4: 1815-1868

How radical was ‘Liberal Toryism’ in the 1820s?

Was Palmerston’s foreign policy any more than ‘gunboat diplomacy’?

How important was extra-parliamentary agitation for the passage of the 1832 Reform Act?

How substantial a threat did the Chartists pose to the authority of the government in the late
1830s and 1840s?

Was Peel personally responsible for the Conservative Party’s split in 18467
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Section 5: 1868-1914

Do the domestic achievements of Gladstone’s first government (1868—1874) outweigh the

failures?

Why did Disraeli lose the general election of 1880 so decisively?

What best explains the rapid expansion of the British Empire in the 1880s and 1890s?

Assess the extent of the progress made by the Labour Party in the years to 1918.

How effective was Asquith as a peacetime prime minister?

Section 6: Themes c. 1815-1914

What best explains why Irish Nationalists were unable to achieve Home Rule before 19227

Explain why textile manufacture made such an important contribution to the growth of the British
economy in the first half of the nineteenth century.

Assess the strengths and limitations of educational opportunities available for the working classes
in the years c. 1815 to c. 1880.

How great was the contribution of the Oxford Movement to religious life in nineteenth-century
England?

‘Increased access to employment in the professions made the most significant contribution to
changing opportunities for women in the years c. 1867 to c. 1918.’ Discuss.

How effectively did British businessmen and financiers rise to the challenge of foreign competition
in the years 1880-19147?
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Section 7: 1914-1951

Assess the quality of British military leadership in the First World War.

How effective was Ramsay MacDonald in the years 1922-1931, both as a Labour leader and
prime minister?

Why did neither the Fascists nor the Communists achieve electoral success in Britain in the
inter-war period?

Assess the effect of the First World War on Britain’s foreign policy in the 1920s and 1930s.

What best explains the extent of nationalisation undertaken by the Labour governments of
1945-19517

Section 8: 1951-2005
‘In the second half of the twentieth century, British foreign policy objectives were excessively pro-
American.” Were they?
Assess the strengths and weaknesses of Harold Macmillan as prime minister.

How effective were Labour’s domestic policies in the years 1964-19707?

‘The greatest achievement of the Thatcher governments was to reduce the power of the trade
unions.’ Discuss.

What best explains why pressure for devolved government grew in both Scotland and Wales in
the years c. 1990-20057?
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Section 9: Themes c. 1914-2000

How effectively, in the period c. 1945 to c. 2000, did British politicians manage the economy?

‘By 1980, the women’s liberation movement had transformed prospects and opportunities for
women.’ Had it?

How far did comprehensive education in the period c. 1960 to c. 2000 meet its objectives?

How much benefit did Britain derive from its closer integration with Europe in the years
1973—c. 20007

Assess the impact of radio on British society in this period.

How, and why, did opportunities for holidays increase in the period c. 1918 to ¢c. 19707
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